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whether such walnuts are inshell or
shelled, the quantity of such walnuts
received, the country of origin for such
walnuts, the name of the DFA of
California inspector who issued the
product tag, and the date such tag was
issued.

Dated: August 17, 1999.
Robert C. Keeney,
Deputy Administrator, Fruit and Vegetable
Programs.
[FR Doc. 99–21666 Filed 8–18–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410–02–P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 96–NM–206–AD]

RIN 2120–AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Boeing
Model 767 Series Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Proposed rule; withdrawal.

SUMMARY: This action withdraws a
notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM)
that proposed a new airworthiness
directive (AD), applicable to certain
Boeing Model 767 series airplanes. That
action would have required replacement
of the existing retaining bolt of the
attendant seat lap belt with a new bolt
and a washer. Since the issuance of the
NPRM, the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) has received new
data indicating that the proposed action
has already been accomplished on all
affected airplanes. Accordingly, the
proposed rule is withdrawn.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Meghan Gordon, Aerospace Engineer,
Airframe Branch, ANM–120S, FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate, Seattle
Aircraft Certification Office, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington
98055–4056; telephone (425) 227–2207;
fax (425) 227–1181.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A
proposal to amend part 39 of the Federal
Aviation Regulations (14 CFR part 39) to
add a new airworthiness directive (AD),
applicable to certain Boeing Model 767
series airplanes, was published in the
Federal Register as a Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM) on June 6, 1997 (62
FR 31020). The proposed rule would
have required replacement of the
existing retaining bolt of the attendant
seat lap belt with a new bolt and a
washer. That action was prompted by
reports indicating that, due to a missing

washer, the belt end fittings of the
double flight attendant seats can become
loose. The proposed actions were
intended to ensure that a washer
between the bolt head and bushing is
installed. A missing washer could allow
movement of the belt end fittings, which
can cause the restraint belts to release
and, consequently, result in injury to
the flight attendants.

Actions Since Issuance of the NPRM

Since the issuance of that NPRM, the
FAA has received a comment from the
airplane manufacturer indicating that
the replacement of the existing retaining
bolt of the attendant seat lap belt with
a new bolt and a washer, in accordance
with Boeing Service Bulletin 767–25–
0217, dated January 13, 1994, has been
accomplished on all affected airplanes.
Though the manufacturer did not
provide documentation to support its
statement, the FAA also has received
substantiating documentation from each
affected operator that the service
bulletin has been incorporated on its
fleet of airplanes. In the case of one
operator, the FAA contacted the
Principal Maintenance Inspector (PMI)
to determine whether the replacement
had been accomplished on that
operator’s affected airplanes. The PMI
verified that the service bulletin had
been accomplished on all affected
airplanes in that operator’s fleet.

In addition, the airplane manufacturer
has also updated the Illustrated Parts
Catalog to include the washer that
corrects the unsafe condition in the seat
assembly; therefore, the unsafe
condition is not likely to be
reintroduced in the future.

FAA’s Conclusions

Based upon the FAA’s review of the
data submitted by the affected operators
and the airplane manufacturer, the FAA
has determined that the previously
identified unsafe condition no longer
exists. Accordingly, the proposed rule is
hereby withdrawn.

Withdrawal of this notice of proposed
rulemaking constitutes only such action,
and does not preclude the agency from
issuing another notice in the future, nor
does it commit the agency to any course
of action in the future.

Regulatory Impact

Since this action only withdraws a
notice of proposed rulemaking, it is
neither a proposed nor a final rule and
therefore, is not covered under
Executive Order 12866, the Regulatory
Flexibility Act, or DOT Regulatory
Policies and Procedures (44 FR 11034,
February 26, 1979).

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Withdrawal

Accordingly, the notice of proposed
rulemaking, Docket 96–NM–206–AD,
published in the Federal Register on
June 6, 1997 (62 FR 31020), is
withdrawn.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on August
13, 1999.
D. L. Riggin,
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 99–21574 Filed 8–18–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Aviation Administration

14 CFR Part 39

[Docket No. 98–NM–351–AD]

RIN 2120–AA64

Airworthiness Directives; Boeing
Model 737–300, –400, and –500 Series
Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration, DOT.
ACTION: Notice of proposed rulemaking
(NPRM).

SUMMARY: This document proposes the
adoption of a new airworthiness
directive (AD) that is applicable to all
Boeing Model 737–300, –400 and –500
series airplanes. This proposal would
require replacement, with new parts, of
the existing actuators or the rod ends on
the existing actuators at wing leading
edge slat positions 1, 2, 5, and 6. This
proposal is prompted by reports
indicating that the rod ends on several
leading edge slat actuators have
fractured. The actions specified by the
proposed AD are intended to prevent
fatigue cracking of the rod ends of the
leading edge slat actuators, which could
result in uncommanded deployment of
the wing leading edge slat and
consequent reduced controllability of
the airplane.
DATES: Comments must be received by
October 4, 1999.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments in
triplicate to the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Transport
Airplane Directorate, ANM–114,
Attention: Rules Docket No. 98–NM–
351–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue, SW.,
Renton, Washington 98055–4056.
Comments may be inspected at this
location between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00
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p.m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays.

The service information referenced in
the proposed rule may be obtained from
Boeing Commercial Airplane Group,
P.O. Box 3707, Seattle, Washington
98124–2207. This information may be
examined at the FAA, Transport
Airplane Directorate, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, Washington.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Robert C. Jones, Aerospace Engineer,
Systems and Equipment Branch, ANM–
130S, FAA, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Seattle Aircraft Certification
Office, 1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton,
Washington 98055–4056; telephone
(425) 227–1118; fax (425) 227–1181.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Comments Invited
Interested persons are invited to

participate in the making of the
proposed rule by submitting such
written data, views, or arguments as
they may desire. Communications shall
identify the Rules Docket number and
be submitted in triplicate to the address
specified above. All communications
received on or before the closing date
for comments, specified above, will be
considered before taking action on the
proposed rule. The proposals contained
in this notice may be changed in light
of the comments received.

Comments are specifically invited on
the overall regulatory, economic,
environmental, and energy aspects of
the proposed rule. All comments
submitted will be available, both before
and after the closing date for comments,
in the Rules Docket for examination by
interested persons. A report
summarizing each FAA-public contact
concerned with the substance of this
proposal will be filed in the Rules
Docket.

Commenters wishing the FAA to
acknowledge receipt of their comments
submitted in response to this notice
must submit a self-addressed, stamped
postcard on which the following
statement is made: ‘‘Comments to
Docket Number 98–NM–351–AD.’’ The
postcard will be date stamped and
returned to the commenter.

Availability of NPRMs
Any person may obtain a copy of this

NPRM by submitting a request to the
FAA, Transport Airplane Directorate,
ANM–114, Attention: Rules Docket No.
98–NM–351–AD, 1601 Lind Avenue,
SW., Renton, Washington 98055–4056.

Discussion
The FAA has received reports of

fractured rod ends on several actuators
for the wing leading edge slats on

Boeing Model 737–300, –400, and –500
series airplanes. One reported case of an
actuator rod end fracture resulted in an
air turnback after the airplane
experienced uncommanded roll during
flight. It has been determined that these
fractures are the result of fatigue
cracking. Failure of the actuator rod
end, under certain flight conditions,
could result in an uncommanded
deployment of the affected wing leading
edge slat and consequent reduced
controllability of the airplane.

Explanation of Relevant Service
Information

The FAA has reviewed and approved
Boeing Alert Service Bulletin 737–
27A1211, dated November 19, 1998,
which describes procedures for
replacement of the existing wing leading
edge slat actuator with a new actuator,
or replacement of the rod end on the
existing leading edge slat actuator.
Accomplishment of either of these
actions specified in the alert service
bulletin is intended to adequately
address the identified unsafe condition.

Explanation of Requirements of
Proposed Rule

Since an unsafe condition has been
identified that is likely to exist or
develop on other products of this same
type design, the proposed AD would
require accomplishment of the actions
specified in the alert service bulletin
described previously.

Cost Impact
There are approximately 1,897

airplanes of the affected design in the
worldwide fleet. The FAA estimates that
720 airplanes of U.S. registry would be
affected by this proposed AD.

Replacement of the leading edge slat
actuator with an actuator that has a new
rod end is proposed as one option for
compliance with this AD action.
Replacement of the actuators on slat
positions 1, 2, 5, and 6 would take
approximately 3 hours per airplane to
accomplish, at an average labor rate of
$60 per work hour. Required parts cost
approximately $32,252 per airplane.
Based on these figures, the cost impact
of the installation of actuators with new
rod ends as proposed as an option by
this AD on U.S. operators is estimated
to be $32,432 per airplane.

In lieu of installation of an actuator
with a new rod end, this proposed AD
provides an option for replacement of
the rod ends on the existing actuators.
This action would take approximately 4
work hours per airplane, at an average
labor rate of $60 per work hour.
Required parts would cost between
approximately $5,928 and $21,544 per

airplane. Based on these figures, the cost
impact of the proposed AD on U.S.
operators is estimated to be between
$6,168 and $21,784 per airplane.

The cost impact figures discussed
above are based on assumptions that no
operator has yet accomplished any of
the proposed requirements of this AD
action, and that no operator would
accomplish those actions in the future if
this AD were not adopted.

Regulatory Impact

The regulations proposed herein
would not have substantial direct effects
on the States, on the relationship
between the national government and
the States, or on the distribution of
power and responsibilities among the
various levels of government. Therefore,
in accordance with Executive Order
12612, it is determined that this
proposal would not have sufficient
federalism implications to warrant the
preparation of a Federalism Assessment.

For the reasons discussed above, I
certify that this proposed regulation (1)
is not a ‘‘significant regulatory action’’
under Executive Order 12866; (2) is not
a ‘‘significant rule’’ under the DOT
Regulatory Policies and Procedures (44
FR 11034, February 26, 1979); and (3) if
promulgated, will not have a significant
economic impact, positive or negative,
on a substantial number of small entities
under the criteria of the Regulatory
Flexibility Act. A copy of the draft
regulatory evaluation prepared for this
action is contained in the Rules Docket.
A copy of it may be obtained by
contacting the Rules Docket at the
location provided under the caption
ADDRESSES.

List of Subjects in 14 CFR Part 39

Air transportation, Aircraft, Aviation
safety, Safety.

The Proposed Amendment

Accordingly, pursuant to the
authority delegated to me by the
Administrator, the Federal Aviation
Administration proposes to amend part
39 of the Federal Aviation Regulations
(14 CFR part 39) as follows:

PART 39—AIRWORTHINESS
DIRECTIVES

1. The authority citation for part 39
continues to read as follows:

Authority: 49 U.S.C. 106(g), 40113, 44701.

§ 39.13 [Amended]

2. Section 39.13 is amended by
adding the following new airworthiness
directive:
Boeing: Docket 98–NM–351–AD.
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Applicability: Model 737–300, –400, and
–500 series airplanes; line numbers 1001
through 3063 inclusive; certificated in any
category.

Note 1: This AD applies to each airplane
identified in the preceding applicability
provision, regardless of whether it has been
modified, altered, or repaired in the area
subject to the requirements of this AD. For
airplanes that have been modified, altered, or
repaired so that the performance of the
requirements of this AD is affected, the
owner/operator must request approval for an
alternative method of compliance in
accordance with paragraph (c) of this AD.
The request should include an assessment of
the effect of the modification, alteration, or
repair on the unsafe condition addressed by
this AD; and, if the unsafe condition has not
been eliminated, the request should include
specific proposed actions to address it.

Compliance: Required as indicated, unless
accomplished previously. To prevent fatigue
cracking of the rod ends on the leading edge
slat actuators, which could result in
uncommanded deployment of the wing
leading edge slat and consequent reduced
controllability of the airplane, accomplish
the following:

(a) Within 24 months after the effective
date of this AD: Replace the leading edge slat
actuator with an actuator that has a new rod
end, or replace the rod end on the existing
slat actuator with a new rod end, at slat
positions 1, 2, 5, and 6; in accordance with
the Accomplishment Instructions in Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737–27A1211, dated
November 19, 1998.

Spares

(b) As of the effective date of this AD, no
person shall install any part having a part
number identified in the ‘‘Existing Part
Number’’ column of Section 2.E. of Boeing
Alert Service Bulletin 737–27A1211, dated
November 19, 1998, on any airplane.

Alternative Methods of Compliance

(c) An alternative method of compliance or
adjustment of the compliance time that
provides an acceptable level of safety may be
used if approved by the Manager, Seattle
Aircraft Certification Office (ACO), FAA,
Transport Airplane Directorate. Operators
shall submit their requests through an
appropriate FAA Principal Maintenance
Inspector, who may add comments and then
send it to the Manager, Seattle ACO.

Note 2: Information concerning the
existence of approved alternative methods of
compliance with this AD, if any, may be
obtained from the Seattle ACO.

Special Flight Permits

(d) Special flight permits may be issued in
accordance with sections 21.197 and 21.199
of the Federal Aviation Regulations (14 CFR
21.197 and 21.199) to operate the airplane to
a location where the requirements of this AD
can be accomplished.

Issued in Renton, Washington, on August
13, 1999.
D. L. Riggin,
Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.
[FR Doc. 99–21575 Filed 8–18–99; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910–13–U

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Minerals Management Service

30 CFR Part 206

RIN 1010–AC59

Valuation of Federal Geothermal
Resources

AGENCY: Minerals Management Service,
Interior.
ACTION: Advance notice of proposed
rulemaking.

SUMMARY: In response to deregulation of
the electric power market in California
and resulting changes to the geothermal
industry, the Minerals Management
Service (MMS) is considering amending
its regulations regarding the valuation,
for royalty purposes, of Federal
geothermal resources used to generate
electricity. MMS specifically seeks
comments on the use of the netback
procedure to value geothermal resources
that are not sold under arm’s-length
contracts, whether the existing netback
procedure should be modified, and
whether there are reasonable
alternatives to netback valuation. MMS
also seeks comments on any other
aspects of the rules including the rules
governing valuation of resources used in
direct utilization processes, particularly
alternatives for valuing those resources
that are not subject to a sales
transaction.
DATES: Comments must be received on
or before October 18, 1999.
ADDRESSES: The mailing address for
written comments regarding geothermal
valuation issues is David S. Guzy, Chief,
Rules and Publications Staff, Minerals
Management Service, Royalty
Management Program, P.O. Box 25165,
MS 3021, Denver, Colorado 80225.
Courier address is Building 85, Room
A–613, Denver Federal Center, Denver,
Colorado 80225. E-mail address is
RMP.comments@mms.gov. For
additional details, see SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
David S. Guzy, Chief, Rules and
Publications Staff, MMS, Royalty
Management Program, at telephone
(303) 231–3432, FAX (303) 231–3385, or
e-mail david.guzy@mms.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Public Comment Procedure: If you

wish to comment, you may submit your
comments by any one of several
methods. You may mail comments to
David S. Guzy, Chief, Rules and
Publications Staff, Minerals
Management Service, Royalty
Management Program, P.O. Box 25165,
MS 3021, Denver, CO 80225–0165.
Courier or overnight delivery address is
Building 85, Room A–613, Denver
Federal Center, Denver, Colorado 80225.
You may also comment via the Internet
to RMP.comments@mms.gov. Please
submit Internet comments as an ASCII
file avoiding the use of special
characters and any form of encryption.
Please also include ‘‘Attn.: RIN 1010–
AC59’’ and your name and return
address in your Internet message. If you
do not receive a confirmation from the
system that we have received your
Internet message, contact David S. Guzy
directly at (303) 231–3432.

We will post public comments after
the comment period closes on the
Internet at http://www.rmp.mms.gov.
You may arrange to view paper copies
of the comments by contacting David S.
Guzy, Chief, Rules and Publications
Staff, telephone (303)231–3432, FAX
(303)231–3385. Our practice is to make
comments, including names and
addresses of respondents, available for
public review on the Internet and
during regular business hours at our
offices in Lakewood, Colorado.
Individual respondents may request that
we withhold their home address from
the rulemaking record, which we will
honor to the extent allowable by law.
There also may be circumstances in
which we would withhold from the
rulemaking record a respondent’s
identity, as allowable by law. If you
wish us to withhold your name and/or
address, you must state this
prominently at the beginning of your
comment. However, we will not
consider anonymous comments. We
will make all submissions from
organizations or businesses, and from
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public inspection in their entirety.

I. Background

The Geothermal Steam Act of 1970, as
amended (30 U.S.C. 1001–1025),
requires the lessee to pay royalty to the
United States on the amount or value of
steam, or any other form of heat or
energy derived from production under
the lease and sold or used by the lessee
or reasonably susceptible to sale or use
by the lessee. Federal geothermal leases
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